Isolated peliosis of the spleen: report of 2 autopsy cases.
Isolated peliosis of the spleen, characterized by the gross appearance of multiple cystlike, blood-filled cavities on cut surfaces of the organ, is a very rare pathologic entity that has been reported in 33 cases to date. We present 2 additional cases of isolated peliosis of the spleen observed at autopsy and confirmed by histology. In both cases investigated, cirrhosis of the liver was present. We hypothesize that local microcirculatory disturbances manifesting under altered local intravascular pressure conditions in the spleen may, at least to a certain degree, be responsible for the peliosis-associated vascular lesions. For the forensic pathologist, isolated peliosis of the spleen represents more than just another morphologic curiosity. The significance of peliosis lienalis lies in the potential of (1) overlooking the correct diagnosis as the cause of a spontaneous splenic rupture with intraabdominal hemorrhage, thus leading to the false conclusion of a violent death; and (2) misinterpreting the macromorphological appearance of this rare disease, also in the absence of splenic rupture, as a result of blunt force trauma.